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57 ABSTRACT

A motor vehicle brake, in particular an electromechanically
actuable motor vehicle brake, having an actuator subassem-
bly, including a housing, a servo element which is movable in
relation to the housing, for moving a brake pad, a motorized
drive, a movement mechanism arranged between the motor-
ized drive and the movable servo element, a gear arrangement
associated with the movement mechanism, wherein the
movement mechanism has a ball screw with a spindle that can
be driven in rotation and a nut that can be displaced linearly in
the housing, wherein the nut may be moved, for moving the
servo element, by driving the spindle in rotation within the
housing. In this motor vehicle brake it is provided for the gear
arrangement to have a wrap spring clutch which is arranged in
the flow of force between the motorized drive and the spindle
such that the wrap spring clutch permits torque to be trans-
mitted from the motorized drive to the spindle, and is con-
structed to block transmission of torque from the spindle to
the motorized drive.

10 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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1
ELECTROMECHANICALLY ACTUABLE
MOTOR VEHICLE BRAKE WITH
SELECTIVE SELF-LOCKING

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a national stage of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/EP2012/001570 filed Apr. 11, 2012, the dis-
closures of which are incorporated herein by reference in
entirety, and which claimed priority to German Patent Appli-
cation No. DE 10 2011 102 860.2 filed May 31, 2011, the
disclosures of which are incorporated herein by reference in
entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to an electromechanically actuable
motor vehicle brake having an actuator subassembly, includ-
ing a housing, a servo element which is movable in relation to
the housing, for moving a brake pad, a motorised drive, a
movement mechanism arranged between the motorised drive
and the movable servo element, and a gear arrangement asso-
ciated with the movement mechanism, wherein the move-
ment mechanism has a ball screw with a spindle that can be
driven in rotation and a nut that can be displaced linearly in
the housing, wherein the nut may be moved, for moving the
brake pad, by driving the spindle in rotation within the hous-
ing.

Electromechanically actuable motor vehicle brakes of this
kind are known from the prior art.

For example, WO 2008/037738 A1, and corresponding US
Patent Publication No. 2009/0283371 Al, both of which are
incorporated by reference herein in entirety, describes a
motor vehicle brake which is actuable both hydraulically and
electromechanically. In a normal service situation, that is to
say when the motor vehicle is travelling, this motor vehicle
brake is conventionally actuated hydraulically. To activate a
parking brake, however, the electromechanical actuation
function is activated. For this, an electric motor is triggered,
which drives a spindle-and-nut arrangement by way of a
movement mechanism with a gear arrangement. The gear
arrangement is constructed with a worm gear transmission
such that it is self-locking, in order to prevent the parking
brake action being reduced while the parking brake is acti-
vated. However, the self-locking has the disadvantage that
within the scope of its electromechanical actuation this motor
vehicle brake can only be used as a parking brake. The self-
locking hinders use of the electro-mechanical actuation func-
tion for application during service braking, since it would
block release of the brake. Furthermore, this device provides
amechanical energy storage device which is pre-tensioned by
way of the electric motor when the spindle-and-nut arrange-
ment is actuated. The particular feature of the motor vehicle
brake described in this prior art lies in the construction of the
spindle-and-nut arrangement, in which the rolling bodies do
not revolve but are pre-tensioned by way of a spring.

WO 2009/046899 Al, and corresponding U.S. Pat. No.
8,051,957 B2, both of which are incorporated by reference
herein in entirety, also describes a motor vehicle brake which
is actuable electromechanically. However, the electrome-
chanical actuation is performed both for activation of the
service braking function and for activation of the parking
brake function. For this reason, the gear arrangement is con-
structed not to be self-locking. This motor vehicle brake has
the advantage that there is no need for a complex hydraulic
system for triggering it, but instead the onboard electronics of
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the vehicle can be used to trigger the braking system. Since
the gear arrangement itself is constructed not to be self-
locking, for the parking brake function a separate blocking
means is provided for blocking the motor vehicle brake, by
means of which a lever can be brought into a blocking posi-
tion magnetically. This prior art also provides for a store of
clamping force to be provided, for compensating for settling
on the brake pads as a result of cooling or similar once the
brake has been applied on operation of the parking brake.

Furthermore, a similar arrangement is disclosed in DE 10
2007 046 952 Al.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A feature of the present invention is to provide an electro-
mechanically actuable motor vehicle brake which can be used
both as a service brake and as a parking brake, and which in a
simple construction reliably prevents unintentional release or
reduction of the parking brake action.

This feature is achieved by an electromechanically actu-
able motor vehicle brake of the type indicated at the outset in
which it is provided for the gear arrangement to have a wrap
spring clutch which is arranged in the flow of force between
the motorised drive and the spindle such that the wrap spring
clutch permits torque to be transmitted from the motorised
drive to the spindle, and is constructed to block transmission
of torque from the spindle to the motorised drive.

The invention has the advantage that using a wrap spring
clutch which is arranged in the flow of force between the
motorised drive and the spindle can ensure on the one hand
that the torque applied by the motorised drive can be reliably
transmitted to the spindle for applying or actuating the motor
vehicle brake; on the other hand, the wrap spring clutch is
constructed such that the reaction forces acting from the brake
pad back through the spindle, which would cause the brake
action to be released, for example in a parking brake situation,
are reliably blocked by the wrap spring clutch. In this way, the
wrap spring clutch forms a self-switching overrunning clutch
which enables torque to be transmitted towards the spindle
over a long period but can block the transmission of torque in
the opposite direction, from the spindle to the motorised
drive. This makes it possible to avoid the self-locking in the
gear provided, for example, in the prior art. As a result, the
electromechanical motor vehicle brake is also suitable for use
as a service brake. Furthermore, this makes it possible to save
on additional switching elements such as the lever mecha-
nism from the prior art, described at the outset. In this con-
nection, an additional trigger control for these switching ele-
ments is also dispensed with.

A further development of the invention provides for the
gear arrangement to have at least two gear wheels which may
be connected to one another such that torque is transmitted by
way of the wrap spring clutch, by means of a wrap spring.
This makes it possible to integrate the wrap spring clutch in
the gear arrangement in space-saving manner and to accom-
modate it such that it is protected between the two gear
wheels.

In this connection, it may be provided for the wrap spring
clutch to have as the wrap spring a helical spring which is
wrapped around a stator, which is fixed to the housing, with at
least one winding and which has two ends, and which may be
coupled by means of'its one end to a first gear wheel such that
torque is transmitted and by means of its second end to a
second gear wheel such that torque is transmitted. The at least
one winding in this case abuts against a surface of the stator.
In this variant embodiment of the invention, it is preferably
provided that each of the gear wheels has at least one respec-
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tive claw which may be brought into torque-transmitting
engagement with the end of the helical spring that is respec-
tively associated with the gear wheel. These claws serve, so to
speak, to couple the respective gear wheel to the helical spring
arranged between them, such that force and torque are trans-
mitted. The helical spring is the force transmitting element
which allows force to be transmitted from the motorised drive
to the spindle and blocks it in the opposite direction. This is
achieved, according to a variant embodiment of the invention,
in particular in that, when torque is transmitted from the
motorised drive to the spindle, the helical spring is widened
radially somewhat in relation to the stator fixed to the housing
such that it slides securely on the stator when torque is trans-
mitted, and in that the helical spring contracts radially in
relation to the stator fixed to the housing in the event that
torque is transmitted from the spindle to the motorised drive,
during which it acts radially on the stator fixed to the housing
such that it prevents the transmission of torque. During block-
ing, the helical spring thus tightens around the stator fixed to
the housing, and hence, as a consequence of the wrapping,
ensures powerful friction forces which, finally, prevent fur-
ther movement and hence transmission of torque by way of
the helical spring.

If the motor vehicle brake is used both as a service brake
and as a parking brake, it may be necessary for functioning as
a service brake to allow the transmission of torque from the
spindle to the motorised drive to a certain extent. Within the
context of the parking brake function, however, the transmis-
sion of torque in this way has to be prevented, for the reasons
stated. This means that there are opposing requirements, so to
speak, for functioning as a service brake and functioning as a
parking brake. In a variant embodiment, the present invention
achieves a differentiation between the service brake function
and the parking brake function by exploiting the fact that
substantially greater moments or clamping forces are usually
used to activate the parking brake than in the context of the
service brake function. Depending on the size or value, the
clamping forces used may thus be “switched” between the
service brake function and the parking brake function. From
a constructional point of view, this switching is achieved in
that in this variant embodiment there is associated with the
wrap spring clutch a switching element that, in a first switch
position, permits the transmission of torque from the spindle
to the motorised drive and, when a second switch position is
reached, causes the wrap spring clutch to block the transmis-
sion of torque from the spindle to the motorised drive. This
switching element switches as a function of the acting clamp-
ing force. Here, according to the invention it is possible for the
switching element to include at least one elastic deformation
element. The at least one deformation element permits a
transmission of force between the motorised drive and the
spindle in both directions, in the context of a certain degree of
deformation. Above a certain deformation, determined by the
clamping force, the at least one deformation element reaches
the second switch position, in which the transmission of force
from the motorised drive to the spindle continues to be pos-
sible but is blocked in the opposite direction. In particular, it
may be provided here for the switching element to adopt its
first or second switch position in dependence on a clamping
force acting on the wrap spring between the first gear wheel
and the second gear wheel.

The variant embodiment having the switching element is a
development of the basic concept of a mechanical overrun-
ning clutch in the gear arrangement, as a result of which the
transmission of torque is possible or blocked as a function of
the direction of force transmission, but additionally provides
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for dependence on the currently acting clamping force, with
the blocking action achieved only above a certain value of the
clamping force.

As regards the concrete embodiment of the switching ele-
ment, it may be provided for the at least one elastic deforma-
tion element to be formed by a shaped spring with serpentine
winding. Thus, the shaped spring forms individual wraps
which are loosely wound and so have the capacity for defor-
mation. The shaped spring may be made from metal, rubber
or a synthetic material.

Furthermore, according to the invention it may be provided
for the gear arrangement to have a planetary gear mechanism.
This allows correspondingly high torques and clamping
forces to be applied and at the same time a low-power and
hence compact motorised drive to be used. In this connection,
it may further be provided for the motorised drive to have an
electric motor whereof the output shaft is coupled to a sun
gear of the planetary gear mechanism, with a hollow gear of
the planetary gear mechanism being arranged fixed to the
housing and planetary gears of the planetary gear mechanism
being mounted such that they can rotate on a planet carrier
that is mounted such that it can rotate in the housing. In this
case, in a variant embodiment of the invention, it is provided
for the planet carrier to act, such that torque is transmitted, on
the gear wheel that is close to the drive, as seen in the direction
of'the flow of force. Furthermore, in this connection it may be
provided for the gear wheel that is remote from the drive, as
seen in the direction of the flow of force, to be coupled to the
spindle such that torque is transmitted.

Other advantages of this invention will become apparent to
those skilled in the art from the following detailed description
of the preferred embodiments, when read in light of the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a perspective external view of an actuator
subassembly of the motor vehicle brake according to the
invention;

FIG. 2 shows a sectional view, including the axes, through
the actuator subassembly of the motor vehicle brake accord-
ing to FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 shows a cutaway view of the electric motor, the gear
arrangement and the spindle;

FIG. 4 shows an exploded view to explain the wrap spring
clutch;

FIG. 5 shows a sectional view at right angles to the axes, of
the arrangement comprising two gear wheels with wrap
spring clutch;

FIG. 6 shows a perspective view of the wrap spring;

FIG. 7 shows a perspective view of the shaped spring;

FIG. 8 shows a sectional view, at right angles to the axes,
through the actuator subassembly of the disc brake according
to the invention according to FIG. 2, along the line of section
VIII-VIII; and

FIG. 9 shows a sectional view, at right angles to the axes,
through the actuator subassembly of the disc brake according
to the invention according to FIG. 2, along the line of section
X-1X.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 shows an actuator subassembly of a motor vehicle
brake according to the invention in a perspective illustration,
overall designated 10. In particular, FIG. 1 shows a housing
12, in which there is arranged a gear arrangement, a part
housing 14 for accommodating a drive motor and a further
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part housing 16 in which there is arranged a displaceable
piston 18 by means of which a brake pad (not shown) can be
displaced in a brake unit of a motor vehicle brake in a manner
activating braking. The actuator subassembly 10, shown in
FIG. 1, of the motor vehicle brake according to the invention
can be installed for example in a floating-calliper brake in
conventional manner. In this respect, reference is made to WO
2009/046899 A1, where an installation situation of this kind
is shown by way of example. This document is an application
of the present Applicant. Because the topic of the text below
is the actuator subassembly comprising motorised drive and
movement mechanism for moving the brake pad, the descrip-
tion below concentrates on these components. In the figures,
too, only corresponding components are shown.

FIG. 2 shows a cross sectional view, including the axes,
through the drive unit 10 shown in FIG. 1. It is seen that the
housing 12 is made up of multiple parts and composed of a
housing cover 20, the part housing 14 for accommodating an
electric motor 22, and the part housing 16 for movably
accommodating the piston 18. The piston 18 is movable along
the longitudinal axis A. Its exposed surface 24 cooperates in
conventional manner with a brake pad arrangement (not
shown) for achieving a braking action. The movement
mechanism will be discussed in detail below.

The movement mechanism includes a gear arrangement 26
and a nut-and-spindle arrangement 28. Both basic compo-
nents of the movement mechanism are illustrated, together
with the electric motor 22, cut away in FIG. 3. The gear
arrangement 26 serves to convert a rotary movement of the
electric motor 22 into a corresponding linear movement of the
piston 18 along the longitudinal axis A. Specifically, the elec-
tric motor 22 has a motor output shaft 30 which extends along
the motor longitudinal axis B. This shaft is coupled non-
rotatably to a toothed gear 32. The toothed gear 32 serves as
a sun gear of a planetary gear 34. The toothed gear 32 has, at
its end remote from the motor, a bearing pin 36. Mounted
rotatably on this bearing pin 36 is a planet carrier 38 which for
its part has a plurality of bearing pins 40. The bearing pins 40
serve to mount planetary gears 42 which are in meshing
engagement with the toothed gear 32.

A hollow gear 44 is arranged fixed to the housing, radially
outside the planetary gears 42. For this purpose there serves a
further housing part 46. The planectary gear 38 is mounted
rotatably in this housing part 46 by means of a bearing pin 50.
Between the bearing pins 40 and its bearing pins 50 it has an
external toothing 52. This external toothing 52 meshes with a
first gear wheel 54 which is mounted rotatably on a stator 56,
fixed to the housing, by way of a radially inner bearing portion
58 and has on its outer periphery an external toothing 60. The
gear wheel 54 is in the form of a cup. In its interior there
extends a friction gear portion 62 which is integrally formed
on the stator 56 and is thus also mounted non-rotatably in the
housing 12, in particular non-rotatably on the housing part 46
and a further housing part 64, for example by being pushed in.
A second gear wheel 66 is mounted rotatably on the stator 56.
This second gear wheel 66 may be coupled to the first gear
wheel 54 by way of a wrap spring clutch 70, for transmitting
torque. This will be discussed in more detail below. The
second gear wheel 66 has on its portion remote from the first
gear wheel 54 an external toothing 72. The latter meshes with
an external toothing 73 of a take-off gear wheel 74 which is
mounted non-rotatably on a spindle 76 of the nut-and-spindle
arrangement 28.

Itis seen in FIG. 2 that the spindle 76 is mounted by way of
aradial needle bearing 78 and an axial bearing in the housing
part 16. The spindle 76 has on its outer periphery a threaded
formation 80 in which rolling elements 82 are accommo-
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dated. The rolling elements 82 are held in a rolling element
cage 84 which, by way of a helical spring 85, is pre-tensioned
into its initial position, shown in FIGS. 2 and 3. Borne on the
rolling elements 82 is a nut 86 which, on rotary movement of
the spindle 76, performs a linear movement within the hous-
ing part 16, in conventional manner. The nut 86 is fixedly
connected to a coupling element 88 which moves with the nut
86 in the event of a movement of the latter. The coupling
element 88 has on its free end a conical coupling face 90
which may be brought into engagement with a corresponding
piston face 92 in the interior of the piston 18 and may be
displaced together with the piston 18 for the movement
thereof and hence for the movement of the brake pad (not
shown).

Further seen in FIG. 2 is a connection cable 94 and various
seals 96 for sealing the housing parts to one another and
components connected thereto, and for guiding them in
sealed manner. Finally, it is also seen that the piston 18 is
sealed by a bellows 98.

FIGS. 2, 3 and 8 and 9 show details of the movement
mechanism.

Turning now to FIGS. 4 to 7, seen therein are the construc-
tion and the individual components of the wrap spring clutch
70. Provided in the interior of the wrap spring clutch 70 is the
stator 56, with its friction gear portion 62. As stated above, the
stator 56 is mounted fixed to the housing and hence non-
rotatably in the housing by way of two bearing pins 102, 104.
Mounted on the stator 56 is the first gear wheel 54. The latter
has on its outer periphery the external toothing 60 and is
provided with a hollow space 106 in its interior. The hollow
space 106 is provided with a lateral pocket 108 having an
abutment face 110. Furthermore, a claw 112 in the shape of a
circle segment extends out of a lateral face of the first gear
wheel 54.

In addition to its external toothing 72, the second gear
wheel 66 has a plate-like structure 114 on which there are
arranged a first claw 116 and a second claw 118 which extend
in the axial direction. Furthermore seen in FIG. 4 is a helical
spring 120 with bent ends 122 and 124. The helical spring 120
is dimensioned such that in the relaxed condition it abuts
snugly against the outer peripheral face of the friction gear
portion 62 but can slide on the latter. For assembly, the helical
spring 120 is pushed onto the friction gear portion 62. This
arrangement is accommodated in the hollow space 106. The
two bent ends 122 and 124 extend radially outwards far
enough to be brought into engagement with the claws 112,
116, 118—as will be described in detail below—without
scratching or rubbing along the faces adjoining the hollow
space 106.

Furthermore seen in FIG. 4 is a shaped spring 130 having
aplurality of wound loops 132 which extend along a base line
134. The two ends 136, 138 engage in one another. If a force
F is applied, the wound loops 132 can be compressed out of
their relaxed position into a compressed position. The shaped
spring 130 is arranged in the pocket 108 and abuts against the
abutment face 110 by means of its final loop.

Seen in FIG. 5 is the assembled condition of the wrap
spring clutch 70, and in this regard it should be added that the
bent spring end 122 is accommodated in the intermediate
space 140 between the claw 116 and the claw 118.

In general, the motor vehicle brake described above, with
its actuator subassembly described above, is used both for
activating a service brake function and for activating a park-
ing brake function. This means that in the case of service
braking the piston 18 is moved by way of the electric motor
22, by means of the gear arrangement 26 and the nut-and-
spindle arrangement 28, such that it is moved out of the
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housing part 16. Similarly, it must be possible for the piston
18 to be moved back into its initial position according to FIG.
2, when the motor 22 is released, in order to release the brake
in the case of service braking. Typically, this is done solely by
the action of relaxation at the brake pad (not shown) and by
means of the restoring spring 85, without the need for this
purpose for motorised driving by the electric motor 42. This
corresponds to the function of hydraulic movement of a cor-
responding brake piston, in which similarly the brake piston
need not be retracted actively by the generation of a hydraulic
negative pressure. In the case of service braking, it should be
noted that relatively low clamping forces are required.

In a parking brake situation, the piston 18 is moved with a
relatively high clamping force, to generate a parking brake
action, and should be held in this position over a long period
in order to keep the motor vehicle securely immobile. It is
imperative to maintain the piston position which is reached,
and the possibility that the piston 18 may move back over time
as a result of settling in the gear arrangement 26 must be
avoided. Only once the motor 22 actively triggers an active
release of the parking brake may the piston 18 again move
back into its initial position according to FIG. 2.

A distinction must therefore be made between the service
brake situation and the parking brake situation, wherein
depending on the current condition of the brake a flow of force
from the piston 16 to the motor 22 is to be permitted (service
brake) or prevented (parking brake). To meet this require-
ment, the wrap spring clutch 70 is used in the manner shown.
The wrap spring clutch 70 functions through an interaction
with the two gear wheels 54 and 66, as follows:

First, the flow of force from the gear wheel 54 on the motor
side should be considered, that is to say the case in which the
motor 22 is driven and the gear wheel 54 is driven in rotation
by means of the planetary gear 34. Here, there are two direc-
tions of rotation, namely the direction of rotation of the gear
wheel 54 anti-clockwise, for clamping the brake (application
of'the service brake and the parking brake), and the direction
of rotation of the gear wheel 54 clockwise, for actively releas-
ing the brake (release of the parking brake).

When the first gear wheel 54 is rotated anti-clockwise,
according to the arrow P1—which corresponds to a move-
ment for moving the piston 18 out of the housing 16, that is to
say for activating the brake by way of the motor 22 in both a
service brake situation and a parking brake situation—the
shaped spring 130 is displaced in opposition to the claw 116,
by way of the abutment face 110. The greater the resistance
offered by the claw 116 to a displacement of this kind (that is
to say as clamping forces increase), the more the shaped
spring 130 is compressed. During this actuation anti-clock-
wise, according to the arrow P1, the helical spring 120
remains ineffective, because its spring ends can move freely
in the space between the claws 112,116 and 118 and it slides
on the friction gear portion 62.

In a service brake situation, the clamping forces occurring
at the piston are relatively small, so that there is at most a
small deformation of the shaped spring 130. If relatively large
clamping forces occur, as is the case when the parking brake
is activated, when the brake pads have to be pressed power-
fully against the brake disc by way of the piston 18, the shaped
spring 130 is compressed to a greater extent. If the shaped
spring 130 is compressed to a relatively great extent as a
consequence of rotation according to the arrow P1, this means
that the first gear wheel 54 has moved in relation to the second
gear wheel 56, in accordance with compression of the shaped
spring 130. The maximum relative movement is determined
by the claw 112 abutting by means of its end face 142, by way
of'the bent end 124, against the claw 118 and the end face 144
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thereof. Once this condition has been reached, the shaped
spring 130 is compressed to the maximum extent and any
further rotation of the electric motor 22 is transmitted by way
of the gear arrangement 26 to the nut-and-spindle arrange-
ment 28, for further clamping of the parking brake.

Once the parking brake is clamped on, reaction forces
resulting from the clamping force react back onto the gear.
These reaction forces, which are transmitted by way of the
nut-and-spindle arrangement 28, the take-oft gear wheel 74
and the external toothing 72 to the claws 116 and 118, attempt
to push the claws 116, 118 back into their initial position, that
is to say to move them anti-clockwise. However, as soon as
the claw 116 attempts to return to its initial condition, that is
to say to move anti-clockwise, it comes into engagement with
the bent end 122 of the helical spring 120. As a consequence
of this mutual engagement, when there is a tendency of the
claw 116 to move anti-clockwise the helical spring 120 is
tightened around the friction gear portion 62, with the result
that its loops narrow and act more powerfully on the outer
peripheral face of the friction gear portion 62. This wrapping
around the outer peripheral face of the friction gear portion 62
has the result that the helical spring 120 can no longer slide on
this outside peripheral face, but holds firmly against it, so to
speak. Consequently, the claw 116 cannot move back into its
initial position. The parking brake remains activated. This
rules out the possibility of settling.

To release the parking brake, the motor 22 has to be trig-
gered again. This is done by the gear wheel 54 being turned
clockwise. If the gear wheel 54 moves clockwise, according
to the arrow P2—this corresponds to movement for moving
the piston 18 into the housing 16, that is to say for actively
releasing the brake by way of the motor 22 when the parking
brake is deactivated—then the claw 112 accordingly also
moves clockwise and releases the clamping against the
shaped spring 130. Moreover, the helical spring 120 is
released and frees the claw 118. The latter—following the
claw 112—can move back, under the action of the restoring
spring 85.

The wrap spring clutch 70 thus has the general effect of
ensuring that for the parking brake function torque is trans-
mitted from the motor to the nut-and-spindle arrangement
even when there are strong clamping forces, and that settling
effects or unintentional release of the parking brake as a result
of the action of the wrap spring clutch 70, in particular as a
result of the action of the helical spring 120 which then
tightens and acts firmly on the outer peripheral face of the
friction gear portion 62, is prevented. If only a parking brake
function is to be implemented, the shaped spring 130 is
optional and may be dispensed with.

If the brake is to be used to provide both a service brake
function and a parking brake function through electrome-
chanical activation, then the shaped spring 130, which
deforms to a greater or lesser extent as a function of the
current clamping condition, is additionally used. In the case
of small clamping forces, as usually occur during service
braking, the shaped spring 130 will not be deformed at all or
only to a small extent, such that it keeps the helical spring 120
(wrap spring) inactive, so to speak. This can prevent self-
locking in the gear for the service brake function. In this case,
a flow of force through the gear is possible in both directions
between the motorised drive and the nut-and-spindle arrange-
ment. Only once the shaped spring 130 is compressed suffi-
ciently powerfully does the function of the helical spring 120
(wrap spring) become active, so to speak, and block a flow of
force through the gear from the nut-and-spindle arrangement
to the electric motor. Thus, the shaped spring 130 is required



US 9,340,194 B2

9

in the embodiment shown because both brake functions—the
service brake function and the parking brake function—are to
be provided.

The embodiment described above shows a relatively
simple construction for an actuation mechanism of a motor
vehicle brake which enables, where necessary, automatic
switching on and switching off of self-locking in the gear as
a function of clamping conditions. Switching means that may
be actively triggered are not necessary for this. The basic
function of the wrap spring clutch for maintaining a parking
brake condition, as described above, is also ensured to a
sufficient extent if the vehicle brake is not to have an electro-
mechanically activated service brake function and only the
parking brake function is to be performed electromechani-
cally.

In accordance with the provisions of the patent statutes, the
principle and mode of operation of this invention have been
explained and illustrated in its preferred embodiments. How-
ever, it must be understood that this invention may be prac-
ticed otherwise than as specifically explained and illustrated
without departing from its spirit or scope.

The invention claimed is:

1. An electromechanically actuable motor vehicle brake
having an actuator subassembly comprising:

a housing,

a servo element which is movable in relation to the hous-

ing, for moving a brake pad,

a motorised drive,

a movement mechanism arranged between the motorised

drive and the movable servo element, and

a gear arrangement associated with the movement mecha-

nism,

wherein the movement mechanism has a ball screw with a

spindle that can be driven in rotation and a nut that can be
displaced linearly in the housing, wherein the nut may be
moved, for moving the servo element, by driving the
spindle in rotation within the housing,

wherein the gear arrangement has a wrap spring clutch

which is arranged in a flow of force between the motor-
ised drive and the spindle such that the wrap spring
clutch permits torque to be transmitted from the motor-
ised drive to the spindle, and is constructed to block
transmission of torque from the spindle to the motorised
drive, wherein the gear arrangement has at least two gear
wheels which may be connected to one another such that
torque is transmitted by way of the wrap spring clutch,
by means of a wrap spring, wherein the wrap spring has
a helical spring which is wrapped around a stator, which
is fixed to the housing, with at least one winding and
which has two ends, and which may be coupled by
means of one of the two ends to a first gear wheel such
that torque is transmitted and by means of the other one
of'the two ends to a second gear wheel such that torque
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is transmitted, and wherein, when torque is transmitted
from the motorised drive to the spindle, the helical
spring is widened radially in relation to the stator fixed to
the housing such that it slides on the stator when torque
is transmitted, and in that the helical spring contracts
radially in relation to the stator fixed to the housing in the
event that torque is transmitted from the spindle to the
motorised drive, during which it acts radially on the
stator fixed to the housing such that it prevents the trans-
mission of torque.

2. The motor vehicle brake according to claim 1, wherein
each of the gear wheels has at least one respective claw which
may be brought into torque-transmitting engagement with the
end of the helical spring that is respectively associated with
the gear wheel.

3. The motor vehicle brake according to claim 1, wherein
there is associated with the wrap spring clutch a switching
element that, in a first switch position, permits the transmis-
sion of torque from the spindle to the motorised drive and,
when a second switch position is reached, causes the wrap
spring clutch to block the transmission of torque from the
spindle to the motorised drive.

4. The motor vehicle brake according to claim 3, wherein
the switching element includes at least one elastic deforma-
tion element.

5. The motor vehicle brake according to claim 4, wherein
the at least one elastic deformation element is formed by a
shaped spring with serpentine winding.

6. The motor vehicle brake according to claim 3, wherein
the switching element adopts its first or second switch posi-
tion in dependence on a clamping force acting on the wrap
spring between the first gear wheel and the second gear
wheel.

7. The motor vehicle brake according to claim 1, wherein
the gear arrangement has a planetary gear mechanism.

8. The motor vehicle brake according to claim 7, wherein
the motorised drive has an electric motor whereof an output
shaft has a sun gear of the planetary gear mechanism, with a
hollow gear of the planetary gear mechanism being arranged
fixed to the housing and planetary gears of the planetary gear
mechanism being mounted such that they can rotate on a
planet carrier that is mounted such that it can rotate in the
housing.

9. The motor vehicle brake according to claim 8, wherein
the planet carrier acts, such that torque is transmitted, on the
gear wheel that is close to the motorised drive, as seen in the
direction of the flow of force.

10. The motor vehicle brake according to claim 9, wherein
a gear wheel that is remote from the motorised drive, as seen
in the direction of the flow of force, is coupled to the spindle
such that torque is transmitted.
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